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Sterling Middle School 

School Parent Involvement Policy 

 

Sterling Middle School jointly developed this parental involvement policy in consultation 

with school personnel and parents, and we adopted it on September 14, 2017. A list of 

committee members responsible for the writing of this policy can be found in Appendix 

A-1. This policy was distributed to parents of participating children and to the extent 

practicable, provided in a language the parents can understand. This policy was made 

available to the local community by website, school newsletter, and parent meeting. If 

the Title I plan (application) is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the 

local educational agency will submit any parent comments with the application when the 

plan is submitted to the State. This parent involvement plan will be updated annually to 

meet the changing needs of parents and the school.  

Part 1. POLICY INVOLVEMENT  

Sterling Middle School will: 

(1) Inform parents at Back To School Nights/Open Houses of our school’s 

participation in Title I and explain the requirements of Title I and the right of the 

parents to be involved; 

(2) Offer a flexible number of meetings. A schedule of this year’s meetings can be 

found in Appendix A-2; 

(3) Involve parents, in the planning, review, and improvement of the school’s Title I 

program, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parental 

involvement policy and the joint development of the school-wide program plan (if 

applicable); 

(4) Provide parents of participating children: 

a. timely information about Title I programs; 

b. a description and explanation of the curriculum per subject in use at the 

school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student 

progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet; and 

c. if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate 

suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the 

education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon 

as practicably possible; and 

(5) If the school-wide program is not satisfactory to the parents of participating 

children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the 

plan available to the local educational agency. 
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Part 2. SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT 

 

SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT 

 

Sterling Middle School, and the parents of the students participating in activities, 

services, and programs funded by Title I, Part A, of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA) (participating children), agree that this compact outlines how 

the parents, the school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved 

student academic achievement. In addition, the means by which the school and 

parents will build and develop a partnership that will help children achieve the 

State’s high standards. 

This school-parent compact is in effect during the school year 2017-2018. 

REQUIRED SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT PROVISIONS 

School Responsibilities 

Sterling Middle School will: 

1. Provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective 

learning environment that enables the participating children to meet the State’s 

student academic achievement standards as follows: 

 

 Instruction is designed based on the Standards of Learning. 

 Positive Behavior Supports are in place to encourage social and academic 

development. 

 Authentic assessment is used throughout the school. 

 Teachers are provided staff development based on current best practices. 

 

2. Hold parent-teacher conferences at the parents’ or teachers’ requests during 

which compact will be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s 

achievement. Specifically, those conferences will be held for: 

 

 IEPs 

 Child Studies 

 LEP Committee meetings 

 Parent/Teacher concerns 

 Class Placement 

 Mental health concerns 
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3. Parents will have daily access to ParentVue, and they are encouraged to check 

this often, especially during interims and end-of-quarter. 

  

 Interims and report cards are not mailed because of easy technological 

access to grades/progress; however, hard copies are available at any time 

the parent wishes. 

 Staff will make informal contact with parents when appropriate (e.g., notes, 

phone calls, emails etc.). 

 Report cards are mailed at the end of the year with SOL scores included in 

mailing. 

 

4. Provide parents reasonable access to staff. Specifically, staff will be available for 

consultation with parents as follows: 

 

 The staff is available through scheduled conferences, parent nights, PTSA 

meetings events, Back to School Nights/Open Houses, and before and after 

school. 

 

5. Provide parents opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, 

and to observe classroom activities, as follows: 

 

 The school welcomes and encourages parent involvement at any time as long 

as it is not deemed a disruption. 

 Specifically, parents are encouraged to attend school events, to chaperone 

field trips, and to participate in the many division-wide committees where they 

can represent Sterling Middle School. 

 

Parent Responsibilities 

 

We, as parents, will support our children’s learning in the following ways: 

 Supporting regular attendance at school. 

 Encouraging discussions about school and assisting with homework or home 

learning. 

 Being an active part of my child’s education. 

 Supervising the amount of time my child spends watching TV and playing 

video games.  

 Staying informed about my child’s education through information sent home 

by the school. 

 Attending school meetings, events, and parent-teacher conferences. 

 Checking ParentVue at least once a week. 
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Student Responsibilities 

 

We, as students, will support our own learning in the following ways: 

 Respecting self by completing my home learning each night and asking for 

help when needed, and by reading and studying each night. 

 Respecting others by being respectful to adults and to other students. 

 Respecting property by being responsible with important 

documents/communication by bringing them home, and by returning them to 

school, and making our building look better than we found it. 

 

Additional Required School Responsibilities (requirements that schools must 

follow, but optional as to being included in the school-parent compact) 

 

Sterling Middle School will: 

1. Involve parents in the planning, review, and improvement of the school’s parental 

involvement policy. 

 

2. Involve parents in the joint development of the school-wide program plan. 

 

3. Inform parents of the school’s participation in Title I, Part A programs, and to 

explain the Title I, Part A requirements, and the right of parents to be involved in 

Title I, Part A programs. The school will offer a flexible number of additional 

parental involvement meetings, such as in the morning or evening, so that as 

many parents as possible are able to attend.  

 

4. Provide information to parents in an understandable and uniform format, 

including alternative formats upon the request of parents with disabilities, and, to 

the extent practicable, in a language that parents can understand.   

 

5. Provide to parents information in a timely manner about Title I, Part A programs 

that includes a description and explanation of the school’s curriculum, the forms 

of academic assessment used to measure children’s progress, and the 

proficiency levels students are expected to meet.  

 

6. At the request of parents, provide opportunities for regular meetings for parents 

to formulate suggestions, and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions about 

the education of their children. The school will respond to any such suggestions 

as soon as practicably possible.  
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7. When requested, provide to each parent an individual student report about the 

performance of his or her child on the State assessments.  

 

8. Provide each parent timely notice when his or her child has been assigned or has 

been taught for four (4) or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not 

highly qualified within the meaning of the term in section 200.56 of the Title I 

Final Regulations (67 Fec. Reg. 71710, December 2, 2002). 

 

Optional School Responsibilities 

To help build and develop a partnership with parents to help their children achieve the 

State’s high academic standards, Sterling Middle School will: 

 

1. Work with the Division in addressing problems, if any, in implementing parental 

involvement activities in section 1118 of Title I, Part A. 

 

2. Work with the Division to ensure that a copy of the State’s written complaint 

procedures for resolving any issue of violation(s) of a Federal statute or 

regulation of Title I, Part A programs is provided to parents of students and to 

appropriate private school officials or representatives.  

 

Part 3. BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT 

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the 

school, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, Sterling 

Middle School and Loudoun County Public Schools assisted under this part: 

(1) shall provide assistance to parents of children served by Sterling Middle School 

and Loudoun County Public Schools, as appropriate, in understanding such 

topics as the State’s academic content standards and State student academic 

achievement standards, State and local academic assessments; also monitor a 

child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their 

children: 

 

 Multiple parent meetings are held to address the above listed topics.  

 Information that demonstrates student progress is provided daily by 

providing parents with access to ParentVue. 

 Title I staff focuses on collaborating with classroom teachers to ensure 

student success.  

 Parents as Educational Partners (PEP) Program is offered.  
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(2) shall provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to 

improve individual achievement, such as monthly parent education and 

awareness via the school’s newsletter: 

 

 Throughout the school year, books are distributed to students to check 

out from the library based on students’ interests. 

 Websites and newsletters are provided to promote participation and 

education at home. 

 Parents as Educational Partners (PEP) Program is offered. 

 

(3) shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, and other staff, with 

the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents; and 

how to communicate and work with parents as equal partners, implement and 

coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school: 

 

 School staff conducts quarterly parent coffee/meetings on a variety of 

topics. 

 An overview of the Title I program is delivered to staff prior to the 

beginning of the school year. 

 The Parent Liaison and school administrators are available to assist 

parents with building a partnership with the school.  

 Staff are encouraged to join and to participate in the Parent Teacher 

Student Association (PTSA). 

 

(4) shall to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent 

involvement programs and activities with the Parents as Educational Partners 

(PEP) Program, transition programs from elementary to middle school and from 

middle school to high school, and encourage and support parents in more fully 

participating in the education of their children: 

 

 Transition presentations for those entering Sterling Middle School and 

those leaving for high school.  

 Provide parent resource materials in the main office. 

 Have access to the Parent Liaison. 

 Encourage engagement through our PTSA. 

 Parent Visits during American Education Week. 
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(5) shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, 

and other activities is sent to the parents in a format that is practicable and in a 

language that parents can understand: 

 

 The school works to keep information parent friendly, by avoiding 

educational jargon. 

 Items sent home will be translated. 

 Connect-Ed calls and emails are sent frequently and bilingual staff are 

available to parents. 

 Meetings utilize simultaneous translation through the use of the Talk 

and Listen system. 

 Interpreters are available for meetings in various languages. 

 

(6) shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities 

under this section as parents may request: 

 

 Reasonable parent requests are honored. 

 Parent involvement is encouraged through monthly newsletters, 

administrative/counselor communications, field trip and event 

chaperone opportunities.  

 

Part 4. ACCESSIBILITY 

Sterling Middle School, the extent practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the 

participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and 

parents of migratory children, in a format that is practicable and in a language that 

parents can understand. 

 School communication is translated and an interpreter is available as 

needed. 

 Talk and Listen system is available at all parent events.  

 Parents are encouraged to contact the school office if any special 

request is needed for accessibility.  
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APPENDIX A-1 
 

NAME TITLE/FUNCTION 

Teresa Mohr Parent 

Gina Sedor Lead Counselor 

Steve Pickering Asst. Principal 

Elena Barham Asst. Principal 

Gus Martinez Principal 

Janette Johnson Teacher and PTSA Vice President 

Dawn Jewell PTSA President 

Juliet Finnegan Dean 

Giuliana Jahnsen-Lewis Dean 

Paul and Judy Helstrom Parents and Teachers 
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APPENDIX A-2 
 

 

PTSA Meeting Dates 

September 14th 2017 

October 11th 2017 

November 8th 2017 

December 14th 2017 

January 11th 2018 

February 9th 2018 

March 8th 2018 

April 10th 2018 

May 10th 2018 

 

Principal’s Coffee Dates 

October 11th 2017 

December 14th 2017 

February 9th 2018  

 

 

 

BTSNs 

August 22nd 3-5pm 

August 22nd 5-8pm 

September 6th 4-4:30pm 

September 6th 5-7pm 

 

 

Counselor’s Coffee Dates 

September 20th 2017 

October 18th 2017 

November 15th 2017 

January 17th 2018 

February 21st 2018 

March 21st 2018 

April 18th 2018  

May 16th 2018 

 

PEP Dates 

September 19th 2017 

September 28th 2017 

October 12th 2017 

October 24th 2017 

November 9th 2017 

January 9th 2018 

February 15th 2018 

March 13th 2018 

April 19th 2018 

May 25th 2018 

 

 

Case Manager Meet & Greet 
Night 

October 4th 2017 

 


